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Merry Christmas and Happy Hanukkah!
Well here we are again! What a way to welcome the Christmas and Holiday season this year. Tons of snow, lights and decorations going up, it’s almost like Father Christmas “snapped” his fingers, threw open the gates and shouted “Welcome!”
It’s been a great year for us as a company.  We stayed pretty much the same size but also tried out some new business ideas that were extremely successful. On a personal level, I stopped reading the newspaper and watching the news this year.  I have missed a couple of things going on in town, but mostly I’ve just missed hearing about every bad, “newsworthy” thing going on in the world. My tolerance for hearing about what’s wrong with the world has diminished dramatically.   I suspect that being “well-informed” may do little more than shorten our life span, if not contribute to the deterioration of our peace of mind. I’m not talking about being apathetic or ignoring the “plight of our fellow man”. Simply, I don’t believe our tender little souls are designed to take in every bit of horror the world has to offer.  I’ve heard, and now believe, that what we “focus on grows”.  Mother Theresa herself, when asked why she didn’t attend “anti war” rallies responded by saying “I will never do that, but as soon as you have a pro-peace rally, I'll be there.”
So this is Christmas! I’m still not quite sure what it all means. Of course it’s the celebration of the Birth of Christ, and the miracles he brings.  I know that during this time I feel a little closer to being a child.  I think thoughts of being 5, 6 or 7 years old and what was going on then.  I know I feel good around Christmas time and I want it to start earlier and end later, like it’s some amazing curiosity, and if I have JUST enough time, I will discover the magic and be able to hold onto it forever.  I watch my wife wrap presents and our little one covered with snow outside, oblivious to the cold, teaching me how to suck the marrow out of the moment and wonder how I got so lucky. And I am glad. Just glad. 
I believe that maybe, just maybe, at Christmas time, we are the closest we have ever been to the way we truly want to be as a society.  We are, in essence, beginning to look at the world as a friendly place. We are more focused on doing good than preventing bad. That’s a great reason to want it to come earlier and leave later, is it not?
And so, with that, I thank you for doing what you do for us.  You allow us to serve you.  That’s our highest purpose in life, I believe; to be of service. The prayer that I lovingly bundle and ship with my gratitude is that our service to you is worth more than the payment you give.  I trust you to keep us aware of the answer to that question! We pray that you have a great Christmas and Holiday time and that your purest aspirations come to you in a way that you cannot possibly ignore. 
Bless You,
Ken, Deb  & Elissa Rose LaVoie – The LaVoie Family
Troy Maddux, Lawn Maintenance 

